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15, January, 1992
Red merchant

. At the beginning of the century, Mashadi Teymur Kabla Hasanali oglu Melikov was
one of the people who had a special contribution to the development of trade in
Azerbaijan, especially in Baku. He was born in Icheri Sheher, Baku in 1983 - in a
well-known merchant family. The grandfather of Mashadi Teymur, Malik
Mammad, a member of the "Dudugulahlilar" (tall hats) tribe and his father, Kabla
Hasanali, were of the famous merchants of the time. At the end of the 19th
century, the Melikov family was one of the first to receive the rank of second-
degree merchant in Azerbaijan. Distinguished from his childhood by his deep
intellect and ability, Mashadi Teymur soon took over his father's business and
made progress. The main trade of the Melikov family was with Iran and Russia.
They sent lumu, oranges, tangerines, raisins, dates and other goods they bought
from Iran to Russia and instead brought porcelain, Tula samovars, fur products
and so on.

Mashadi Teymur took an active part in the fairs held in Nizhny Novgorod. His
family owned private orange groves in Iran's subtropical zone. Therefore, Kabla
Hasanali sent his middle son, Aga Mahdi, to Iran for permanent residence.

Mashadi Teymur was married to Kubra, the daughter of the famous Baku
millionaire Haji Aslan Ashurov.
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The family lived in a two-storey mansion built by their grandfather Malik
Mammad in Icheri Sheher, in the former house number 29 on Tverskaya Street
(Mirza Mansur Mansurov Street, 29). The late Haji Hadi oglu Aga Jafar Jafarov, a
former resident of Icheri Sheher, said that Mashadi Teymur bought a large
property of Mammadzade (they called it a “chain house”) on Boyuk Gala Street in
Icheri Sheher for 50,000-55,000 manat in gold. But six months later, the
Bolsheviks confiscated the house.

The happiness of this family, which flourished day by day in trade, did not last
long. After the establishment of Soviet power in Azerbaijan, the family began to
lose its wealth. The famine in Russia was spreading to Baku as well. In 1921, it
became clear that it was impossible to restore the national économy on the basis
of the policy of military communism.



Mashadi Teymur, who knew trade well, again made new progress in the new
economic policy. Thus, during his stay in Baku, People's Commissar for Foreign
Affairs of the USSR Georgy Vasilyevich Chicherin issued a "Red Merchant"
- certificate to certain people with his signature. One of the recipients of the
certificate was Mashadi Teymur. He settled his finances and resumed trade with
Iran and Russia. However, the new economic policy did not last long (1921-25).
The persecution of private owners begins. In 1930, for no apparent reason, he
was arrested as a “NEPman” and exiled to Central Asia, and returned to Baku in
1932 after severe torture. In 1941, just a few months before the start of the war,
he and his family were again deported as unfaithful. Meshadi Teymur was sent to
a colony in Kazakhstan, and his family was sent to the village of Dolmatovo near
the city of Petropavlovsk. The family, who could not bear the suffering while in
exile, writes a letter of complaint to 1.V Stalin. Apparently, the letter reached the
father of the nation and brought him to mercy. In 1943, during the hard times of
the war, the family returned to Baku, but as their house was confiscated they
moved to Derbent.

Mashadi Teymur, who had extensive organizational experience, soon became the
head of the Dagestan Fish Trust. Mashadi Teymur, who moved to Baku with his
family in 1947, worked in the system of the Ministry of Local Industry until the
end of his life and died in 1971. In 1990 a certificate of acquittal of Mashadi
Teymur was submitted to his family.
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